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Sunday after the Ascension 

Sunday, 16 May 2021, 10:30  

Holy Eucharist & Agape 

Gathered and Livestreamed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ascension 
Jesus Mafa 
Cameroon 
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The Holy Eucharist 

Prelude  Victory   A. Bullard 

Hymn  Hail the day that sees him rise H.214 vs. 1,3,4 
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The Word of God 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia 

Welcome  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria 

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect for the Ascension 

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ to have ascended into heaven, so we may also in heart and mind there 
ascend, and with him continually dwell; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

The First Reading Acts 1:1-11  

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from 
the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from 
me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now." 

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."   

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Psalm 47 

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; * 
shout to God with a cry of joy. 

2 For the  Lord Most High is to be feared; * 
he is the great King over all the earth. 

3 He subdues the peoples under us, * 
and the nations under our feet. 

4 He chooses our inheritance for us, * 
the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
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5 God has gone up with a shout, * 
the  Lord with the sound of the ram's-horn. 

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; * 
sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

7 For God is King of all the earth; * 
sing praises with all your skill. 

8 God reigns over the nations; * 
God sits upon his holy throne. 

9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together * 
with the people of the God of Abraham. 

10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, * 
and he is highly exalted. 

The Second Reading Ephesians 1:15-23 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, 
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 
And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gradual Hymn A hymn of glory let us sing H. 218 
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The Gospel Luke 24:44-53 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high." 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 



7  

into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon  The Rev. Deacon Richard Cole 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  

Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says  
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.  

The Peace 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. If you love me, rejoice 
because I am going to the Father. Alleluia!  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Offertory Sentence 

Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the 
fruit of lips that acknowledge his Name. 

The Offertory With a prayer you fed the hungry Stuart Townend 
sung by Katie Tincello; Pianist Aileen Tincello 

With a prayer You fed the hungry,   
With a cry You stilled the storm; 
With a look You had compassion 
On the desperate and forlorn. 
With a touch You healed the leper, 
With a shout You raised the dead; 
With a word expelled the demons, 
With a blessing broke the bread. 
 
Love incarnate, Love Divine, 
Captivate this heart of mine, 
Till all I do 
Speaks of You. 
 
 
As a sheep before the shearer 
You were silent in Your pain; 
You endured humiliation 
At the hands of those You’d made. 
And as hell unleashed its fury 
You were lifted on a tree, 
Crying ‘Father God, forgive them, 
Place their punishment on me.’ 
 
I will feed the poor and hungry, 
I will stand up for the truth; 
I will take my cross and follow 
To the corners of the earth. 
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And I ask that you so fill me 
With Your peace, Your power, Your breath, 
That I never love my life so much 
To shrink from facing death. 
     Words and music Stuart Townsend 

 

The Agape Blessing 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the fruit of the 
vine and bring forth food from the earth; bless this wine, bread, and fruit that we 
now share in our homes and gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of 
your Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Holy Eucharist 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through your dearly beloved Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. After his glorious resurrection he openly appeared to his 
disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven, to prepare a place for us; that 
where he is, there we might also be, and reign with him in glory.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name.  

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and 
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
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He stretched out his arms for us on the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and 
said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.  



11  

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

During the ministration of Communion the following music is played:  
    Prière du Christ montant vers son Père.  O. Messiaen 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

 

Lord of the Feast, we thank you for gathering us as your people. We call to 
remembrance the many times we have been fed at your table and we lament our 
distance now. Be present Lord Jesus as you were present with your disciples, be 
known to us in the breaking of the bread, and may your Holy Spirit sustain us 
and all your Church until we can gather together again. We ask this for the sake 
of your love. Amen. 

The Announcements 

The Blessing 

Christ our ascended King 
pour upon you the abundance of his gifts 
and bring you to reign with him in glory;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you now and always. Amen. 
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Hymn  Crown him with many crowns H.494 vs. 1,3,5 
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Let us go forth into the world, Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Postlude  Our God Reigns  D. Blackwell 

         

The flowers are generously given by Megan Preston Maye in honor of her mother, 
Jennifer, and her best friend, Maren, both of whom have birthdays in mid-May and 
also by David and Lesley Lawson “who invite the Emmanuel community to 
celebrate with us 22 years of gratitude and love together since the blessing of our 
marriage at Emmanuel on 13 May 1999.” 

Today’s Ministers: 

 Celebrant  The Rev. Michael Rusk 
 Gospeller  The Rev. Deacon Richard Cole 
 Director of Music Shauna Beesley  
 Intercessor Helena Mbele-Mbong 
 Reader Samuel Mbele-Mbong 
 Ushers Peter Cloutier 

Altar Guild Maria Acosta & Jaffee Zhu 
 Video technicians Noel Urassa & David Pittuck 

 
Announcements 

Prayers of Intercession: This week, we are praying for Alice, Anne, Bob, Carole and 
her family, Cheryll, Cyrus, Eddie, Ennis, Ernest, Esther, Francisco and his family, 
Guy, Jane, Janet, Jessica and her family, John and Mary, John and Oscar, Julien, 
Katie, Kevin and Aileen, Laura, Lesley and David, Marguerite, Marie-Noelle, 
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Monique, Myrna, Nehemiah, Nevin, Patricia, Paul, Peggy, Philippe, Rose, Rosemary 
and her family, William, Terry, Vincenzo, and the Younan family.   

In the Convocation Prayer Cycle, this week we pray for Youth Across Europe, 
Juniors Across Europe, and Young Adults; All members of youth groups and youth 
leaders in our congregations in the Convocation. 
 

 Welcome to Emmanuel! 

Whether you are a visitor or seeking a home church in Geneva, the 
Emmanuel community welcomes you. Whoever you are, wherever you find 

yourself on the journey of faith, we hope you will find a home here.  

 

Mission Statement 

Living as Emmanuel, God with us, we are called to recognize the presence of God within 
ourselves, in each other, and in the world; to share our spiritual journey; to gather as a 

Eucharistic community to receive God’s grace and to equip one another to be the radiant 
presence of Christ as we go out into the world. 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Geneva 

Vestry 
Term ending 2022 
Andrew Close 
Cyrus Veloo, Treasurer 
Samuel Mbele-Mbong, Secretary 
Debbie Groby, People’s Warden 
Bonnie Christen 

Term ending 2023 
Sroda Bédarida, Senior Warden 
Romain Lautel 
Robinah Najjemba-Were 

Term ending 2024 
André Dinbergs 
Lesley Lawson-Botez 
Vicky Maltby 
Evelyne Romer 

   
   The Rev. Michael Rusk  Rector  – 078 717 7509 
   The Rev. Richard Cole  Deacon  – 079 584 1930 
   Shauna Beesley  Music Director 
   Noel Urassa  Administrative Assistant 

3 rue de Monthoux, 1201 Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel.: + 41 (0) 22 732 80 78  –  Fax: + 41 (0) 22 738 46 37 

Website: www.emmanuelchurch.ch  –  E-mail: office@emmanuelchurch.ch 

Bank details: 
Fondation de la Chapelle d’Emmanuel, Banque Cantonale de Genève, Genève 1211 Genève 2, 

Swiss Franc account: IBAN CH93 0078 8000 0506 1287 7 
Euro account: IBAN: CH39 0078 8000 0507 1017 0 
BIC/SWIFT: BCGECHGGXXX (for both accounts) 

A Parish of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe 

The Episcopal Church in the Anglican Communion 


