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First Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, 28 November 2020, 10:30  

Holy Eucharist & Agape 

 

 
The Birth of Jesus Christ. Woonbo Kim Ki-chang, 1952-53, Korea  

Ink and color on silk, 76 x 63 cm  



2  
  

Prelude  Noël pour l’amour de Marie N. Lebègue 

The Word of God 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  

Welcome  

Opening Hymn Lo, he comes with clouds descending H. 57  
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Confession of Sin  

When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

The Choir sings the Kyrie – Lord, have mercy. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  

The Collect for Advent 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to 
visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle  
The Sunday school children and teachers come forward to be blessed before leaving for class. 
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The Lessons  

Old Testament Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live 
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The Lord is our 
righteousness."  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm   Psalm 25:1-9 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
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The Epistle 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 
our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 
face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 
all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in 
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn Hark the glad sound H. 72 

1. Hark the glad sound! the Savior comes, 
 the Savior promised long; 
 let every heart prepare a throne, 
 and every voice a son. 

2 He comes, the prisoners to release 
 in Satan’s bondage held; 
 the gates of brass before him burst, 
 the iron fetters yield. 

3. He comes, the broken heart to bind, 
 the bleeding soul to cure; 
 and with the treasures of his grace 
 to enrich the humble poor. 

4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
 thy welcome shall proclaim; 
 and heaven’s eternal arches ring 
 with thy beloved Name. 

Words: Philip Doddridge (1702–1751) 

The Gospel Luke 21:25-36 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things 
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near." 

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as 
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
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until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 
like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be 
alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon   The Rev. Deacon Richard Cole 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death, and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  

The Peace  

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, to 
give light to those who dwell in darkness 
 and in the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Sentence      

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and make good your vows to the Most High.  

Offertory Anthem O come, O come, Emmanuel D. Willcocks 

The Agape Prayer 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the fruit of the vine 
and bring forth food from the earth; bless this wine, bread, and fruit that we now 
share in our homes and gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your 
Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.  

A period of silence is kept. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

   The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
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Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great 
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 
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We remember his death 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory. 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice or praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fulness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

Silence 

The Deacon leads in the Lord’s Prayer.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,      
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 



10  
  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on  
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Music during Communion  Nun komm der Heiden Heiliand by J.S. Bach  
and H.54 Savior of the Nations come  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious body and blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Announcements 

The Blessing   

Christ the sun of righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your 
path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you now and always. 
Amen.  

Closing Hymn: Sleepers, wake!  H. 61 

1 “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us, 
 the shout of rampart guards surrounds us: 
 “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 
 Midnight’s peace their cry has broken, 
 their urgent summons clearly spoken: 
 “The time has come, O maidens wise! 
 Rise up, and give us light; 
 the Bridegroom is in sight. 
 Alleluia! 
 Your lamps prepare 
 and hasten there, 
 that you the wedding feast may share.” 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing; 
 her heart with joyful hope is springing, 
 she wakes and hurries through the night. 
 Forth he comes, her Bridegroom glorious 
 in strength of grace, in truth victorious: 
 her star is risen, her light grows bright. 
 Now come, most worthy Lord, 
 God’s Son, Incarnate Word, 
 Alleluia! 
 We follow all 
 and heed your call 
 to come into the banquet hall. 
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 3 Lamb of God, the heavens adore you; 
 let saints and angels sing before you, 
 as harps and cymbals swell the sound. 
 Twelve great pearls, the city’s portals: 
 through them we stream to join the immortals 
 as we with joy your throne surround. 
 No eye has known the sight, 
 no ear heard such delight: 
 Alleluia! 
 Therefore we sing 
 to greet our King; 
 for ever let our praises ring. 

Dismissal  

Let us go forth into the world, Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Postlude À la venue de Noël M. Corrette 

X   X   X  X   X  

 

Today’s Ministers: 

 Celebrant  The Rev. Michael Rusk 
 Gospeller  The Rev. Deacon Richard Cole 
 Director of Music Shauna Beesley 
 Lector  Bonnie Fatio 
 Intercessor  Helena Mbele-Mbong 
 Altar Guild Harriette Ndagire Jjuuko 
 Ushers Sroda Bédarida and Ruth Pearson 
 Coffee Hour Yunise Korir 

Announcements  

Prayers of Intercession: This week we are praying for Anne, Bob, Cecil, Cheryll, 
Dalia, Delia and Max, Ennis, Erik, Ernest, Esther, Gabriel and Chloé, Inge, Jessica and 
her family, John and Mary, John and Oscar, Joseph, Julien, Marguerite, Marie-Noelle, 
Mary and her family, Mick, Milki, Monique, Patricia, Paul, Robinah and her family, 
Rose, Rosemary and her family, Terry, and the Younan family. 

In the Convocation Prayer Cycle, this week, we are praying for St. Paul’s Within-the-
Walls and the Joel Nafuma Refugee Center, Rome, Italy. The Rev. Austin Rios, Rector 
and Executive Director of the Center; Piero Rijtano, JNRC Daily Operations Director; 
Giulia Bonoldi, JNRC Program & Development Director. 
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A note on the cover image: During this season of Advent, the cover images are of the 
Nativity, from around the world, reflective of Christ coming for all, everywhere. This 
Korean painting by Woonbo Kim Ki-chang is taken from the blog, The Jesus 
Question, posted on December 25, 2011 by Victoria Emily Jones: 
https://thejesusquestion.org/2011/12/25/nativity-paintings-from-around-the-world/  
 

 Welcome to Emmanuel! 

Whether you are a visitor or seeking a home church in Geneva, the 
Emmanuel community welcomes you. Whoever you are, wherever you find 

yourself on the journey of faith, we hope you will find a home here.  

 

Mission Statement 

Living as Emmanuel, God with us, we are called to recognize the presence of God within 

ourselves, in each other, and in the world; to share our spiritual journey; to gather as a 

Eucharistic community to receive God’s grace and to equip one another to be the radiant 

presence of Christ as we go out into the world. 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Geneva 

   The Rev. Michael Rusk Rector  – 078 717 7509 
   The Rev. Richard Cole Deacon  – 079 584 1930 
   Shauna Beesley Organist & Choir Director 

3 rue de Monthoux, 1201 Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel.: + 41 (0) 22 732 80 78  –  Fax: + 41 (0) 22 738 46 37 

Website: www.emmanuelchurch.ch  –  E-mail: office@emmanuelchurch.ch 

Bank details: 
Fondation de la Chapelle d’Emmanuel, Banque Cantonal de Genève, Genève 1211 Genève 2, 

Swiss Franc account: IBAN CH93 0078 8000 0506 1287 7 
Euro account: IBAN: CH39 0078 8000 0507 1017 0 
BIC/SWIFT: BCGECHGGXXX (for both accounts) 

 

A Parish of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe 
The Episcopal Church in the Anglican Communion 

 


