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Inreach Commission Report 

Little has changed in our Inreach activities since last year. My report will thus repeat some 

of what you have heard before. The aim of our commission is to support our Rector and 

Deacon in providing pastoral care to members of the congregation, i.e. reaching inwards. 

In many respects, our entire congregation is implicated in Inreach through those friendly 

greetings, words of care, and informal contacts that we make with each other during coffee 

hour and at other times beyond when we are worshiping together. Specific Inreach 

activities this year continue to include preparing bouquets of flowers from the altar to 

deliver to people who are homebound, ill, grieving or simply celebrating a birthday or 

anniversary that day; phone contact and/or visits; special recognition with ornaments or 

small gifts at Christmas to newcomers, families with newly baptized babies, and to those 

who have had a pastoral concern during the year. At our most recent meeting we have 

decided also to prepare a few Easter basket offerings. The idea of a “Casserole Brigade” is 

in the works, in which we would deliver a meal to help out parish families in moments 

when a prepared meal could give them a lift. (Contact a member of the Commission if you 

would like to be on our list of chefs for this effort.) Richard, our Deacon, keeps our parish 

prayer list updated. Additional names of people in your networks can be added at your 

request.   

We in the Commission worry that we are often not aware of concerns of our parishioners 

and would like to take this moment to apologize to anyone who might wonder why we 

didn't notice your particular need for a call or extra care. Deacon Richard and Canon 

Michael will not share anything about your situation unless they are made aware that you 

might like further contact from a member of our commission. Do let us know if you would 

like a call or visit or if you are concerned about someone who we may have overlooked.    

Participants in our commission this year have been Nancy Gautier, Edith Tanner, Bonnie 

Christen, Miss Jones, Marietta Dewey, Nadiya Dzyubynska, myself and our Deacon, 

Richard Cole. Lesley Lawson and Tigest Desta have also recently joined our group. As 

mentioned, many others have been helping by making calls and visits to parishioners 

without participating in the committee. Please hear my gratitude for all of the ways that 

you help in reaching inward to our community.  Thank you one and all for your carrying 

efforts. 

Debbie Groby 

 



 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church ― 2 ― Reports to AGM, 2019 

EMMANUEL CHURCH OUTREACH COMMISSION 
SUMMARY OF 2018 ACTIVITIES AND PLANS FOR 2019 

(version 11 February 2019) 

 

The Outreach Commission expresses its appreciation to all Emmanuel members whose financial contributions and 
provision of their time and talents have made our Outreach activities possible.   
 

OUTREACH INCOME IN 2018 

 

⎯ Emmanuel Church budget, Outreach line: The Vestry designated CHF 17,800 for the 2018 Outreach budget to 
ensure coverage of Café Care, Jardin de Montbrillant and global support. An additional CHF 300 was donated. 

⎯ Outreach Sundays: As in 2017, it was agreed to continue seeking Outreach funding for refugees and development 
projects by having an “Outreach Sunday” on the second Sunday of each month through the year. From Outreach 
Sunday contributions, a total of CHF 3,000 was received toward Outreach projects in general.  

⎯ Special events and offerings: Funds for Outreach were also gratefully received through Africa Night (CHF 2,826), 
a special Outreach collection in support of Puerto Rico flood hurricane victims (CHF 585), the United Thank 
Offering (CHF 1,151), and activities in support of the International Peace Initiatives (CHF 2,266), Feed for Grace 
Foundation (CHF 204), the Akropong School for the Blind in Ghana (CHF 831 +770 from 2017), and Christmas Gifts 
for Journée du Cœur (CHF 598). 

⎯ Total funds available for Outreach in 2018:  CHF 30,333. 
 

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES in 2018 – A total of CHF 26,525  
was disbursed in 2018, as summarized below. 

 

Africa Night:  CHF 2,826 raised                         Coordinated by Sam Hammond, Samuel Mbele-Mbong 
                     and Rose Acheampong-Gerber                

Africa Night, held in October, was a success again in 2018. Over 120 persons were present; a wonderful time was had by 
people of all ages. African music was provided, and women of the Emmanuel community donated, cooked and served the 
food. The funds raised were designated for the Bossemptélé Hospital in the Central African Republic. 
 

United Thank Offering:  CHF 1,151 collected       Coordinated by Debbie Groby 

The United Thank Offering is a ministry of the Episcopal Church to promote thankfulness and mission in the whole Church. 
UTO aims to support innovative ministries that the Church budget has not yet expanded to fund. In recent years grants 
have been made based on an annual theme. In 2018 that theme was “Becoming Beloved Community: Racial Healing, 
Reconciliation, and Justice.” 34 grants were awarded for a total of $1,257,778.17. Included in the 2018 grants was 
$15,512.77 to our Convocation to provide support for Community Refugee Events to Fight Racism & Xenophobia against 
Refugees and Migrants. Our Emmanuel campaign was moved last year to the spring in order not to conflict with our 
Stewardship drive in the autumn. An additional sum of CHF 282 was collected at Thanksgiving. This will be added to our 
upcoming 2019 campaign, launching on May 12, 2109. 
 

Shauna Beesley concert – International Peace Initiatives:  CHF 2,266 collected/paid (concert and other activities) 

In June 2018 Shauna Beesley arranged a concert at Emmanuel Church, with several impressive singers from the Geneva 
area. The concert was a success, with appreciation extended to Shauna and the singers.  Funds collected (CHF 1,729) were 
for the benefit of the International Peace Initiatives in Kenya, coordinated by Torsten Bartsch and Kathleen Koch. Kilian 
Bartsch gave a moving intervention on his work at the IPI last year. Support to IPI was also provided through a St Patrick’s 
Day party in March. 
 

Children’s Christmas gifts:  60 gifts provided          Coordinated by Jo Topping  

Gifts were collected from members of the Emmanuel community in November and early December, for the annual 
Journées du Cœur party. There were approximately 60 Christmas gifts this year aimed at children of different ages. Church 
announcements brought in many individual contributions and shopping from generous donations culminated in the 
collection of gifts on the first Sunday of Advent.  Pick up by the organizers, all contributed to this activity which is greatly 
appreciated by the local community. Funds given to Outreach covered CHF 598 of the cost. 
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Akropong School for the Blind, Ghana:  CHF 1,545 spent                 Coordinated by Sam Hammond and Roxana Dunnette 

There was a carryover of funds from 2017 for this initiative (CHF 770), and additional funds were collected at designated 
Outreach Sundays in April and May 2018 (CHF 831.70).  Funds were used to purchase an Optilec (text to voice) machine.  
 

Café Care:  CHF 2,367 total cost Coordinated by Bonnie Christen 

We are still preparing for and having lunch with anywhere from 20 to 30 women and children of Au Cœur des Grottes on 
the first Wednesday of every month except July and August.  We prepared and delivered Easter baskets for the children 
and also Christmas gifts for the women of the shelters.  
 

Jardin de Montbrillant:  CHF 7,133 total cost                                                           Coordinated by Torsten Bartsch 

Jardin de Montbrillant is a center for people in need and underprivileged located in Geneva behind the train station where 
people receive a hot meal free of charge thanks to the organization Carrefour Rue, which is supported by the Geneva 
social authorities and various NGOs. Emmanuel participates on the second Saturday of each month to purchase, prepare 
and serve this meal and bring some smiles and warmth to people in need.  Meal recipients ranged from 140 to over 200 
during the year. Organization is taken on by one person/family or group with the participation of typically about 6–12 
helpers. For a number of years we have regularly worked with groups of students from the International School. In 2018 
around 20 persons from Emmanuel Church (along with family members or friends) participated as volunteers, amounting 
to over 350 hours of volunteer work.  
 

Humanitarian and development projects Coordinated by Helena Mbele-Mbong 

The Outreach Commission decided in 2018 to focus nearly all of its project support to one initiative.  We agreed to again 
support the Bossemptélé Hospital run by Fr Bernard Kinvi in the Central African Republic, providing CHF 10,000 to go 
toward completion of the neonatal unit and provide care for children, especially those suffering from malaria. Outreach 
also provides regular support to Partner Sein, the relief agency of the Old Catholic Church of Switzerland. Special 
collections also provided funds for two other projects. See the summary below. 

Hôpital St. John-Paul II, Bossemptélé, Central African Republic CHF 10,130 

Partner Sein 500 

Convocation Mission Sunday for Puerto Rico hurricane response (Dec) 585 

Feet for Grace Foundation, Nigeria  204 

Total 11,419 

 
OUTREACH COMMISSION MISSION STATEMENT:  The Mission Statement was produced to correspond to the Mission 
Statement of Emmanuel Church. It contains the Outreach Strategy, Principles for Selection, and recognition of financial 
and parish support received from Emmanuel Church. The Mission Statement has been forwarded to the Vestry for 
approval and was included in the February Emmanuel Star. 
 

OUTREACH PLANS FOR 2019 

 
Emmanuel Outreach activities will continue in 2019, in the same three areas of activity as in previous years: 

- Geneva activities (Jardin de Montbrillant and Café Care) 
- Global project support 
- Global disaster and emergency response 

For 2019 funds for Outreach will continue to be provided through the generosity of Emmanuel members, through the 
annual Emmanuel budget to cover Café Care and Jardin de Montbrillant and contributions on Outreach Sunday for 
development projects, refugees and emergencies, and special fund-raising events and activities. As in previous years, we 
shall occasionally highlight Outreach activities on Outreach Sundays, as one means of providing information to the 
Emmanuel Church community.  

 

WITH DEEP APPRECIATION FROM THE OUTREACH COMMISSION MEMBERS 

− Torsten Bartsch     −     Joyce Oseku 

− Bonnie Christen     −     Huub and Imelda Spierings 

− Roxana Dunnette    −     Joyce Witherspoon      

− Sam and Joana Hammond   −     Helena Mbele-Mbong (Treasurer)   

− Sophie Leacacos    −     Bob White (Chairperson) 
− Robinah Najjemba-Were 

− 14 February 2019
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Building & Grounds Commission 

The Building & Grounds Commission membership consists of Jane Grizzle, Erik Bjertnes, 

Evelyne Römer, Alessandra Solima, and André Dinbergs. It is chaired by the Rector. In its 

meetings, the Commission has advised the Vestry to proceed with two important projects: 

• The creation of a new Sacristy 

• Plans for a ramped access with new doors at the rue de Monthoux entrance, the 

creation of a disabled rest-room and the refurbishment of the existing restrooms. 

The Building & Grounds Commission are grateful to John Marden for his projects of 

redecoration. In the last 12 months, the Foyer has been redecorated and more recently the 

Director of Music’s Office has been redecorated and a new linoleum floor fitted. This 

means that most of the Premises have been redecorated in the last 2 years. 

The Commission is particularly grateful to the Library for their cooperation in regard to 

the changes brought about by the work on the Sacristy. The Library Committee and Staff 

have been outstandingly understanding and cooperative. By working together, solutions 

have been found to what were often thought to be intractable problems.  

The Sacristy work owes much to Mike Römer and Evelyne Römer who have worked 

tirelessly and skilfully to create a Sacristy that will be useful for years to come to the Altar 

Guild and the Flower Guild. The approach of the Building & Grounds Commission has 

been to advise the Vestry of likely costs and to work within the budget given. As a result, 

the Vestry approved the undertaking of work in the Sacristy and Youth Club Room up to 

a Budget of CHF18’000. This is a Capital Expenditure that will be capitalized over a 

number of years, designated by the Treasurer. In addition to the work on the Sacristy, new 

windows have been installed in the Basement bringing about a considerable improvement 

both in appearance and heat retention. 

The Commission also drew up a Capital Expenditure Budget 2018 – 2014. This envisages 

an extensive program of redevelopment of the Emmanuel premises, the first part of which 

is the renovation of the rest-rooms and the installation of a ramped access. 

The Commission would like to express it thanks to Bill Bouldin who, as architect, has 

advised the Commission; drawn up the architect’s plans for the proposed work; submitted 

the plans to Planning; liaised with various officials concerning the plans; and 

masterminded the successful application to Fonds Helios that has resulted in a grant of 

CHF 40’000 towards the work.  

The Commission looks forward to engaging with the major works now envisaged in 2019 

in providing the new ramped access and the new restrooms. 

Michael+ (Chair of Buildings & Grounds) 
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Communications Commission 

The Vestry and the Commission have been working with Chuck Gomez, a Graphic 

Designer. Emmanuel has a new logo that appears on the Bulletin, Letterheads, and all our 

publications. New signage for the outside of the church is currently being produced. The 

foyer at the rue de Monthoux entrance is to have a banner celebrating the life of Emmanuel. 

This will be along the length of the foyer above the cork-clad cupboards. Mugs are being 

produced with the Emmanuel logo on them.  

Website (Marie Dumas) 

Responsible for weekly website updates on multiple pages to reflect current events and 

news. Blog posts and Facebook posts are periodically posted. Our Facebook page 

following has grown significantly this year to 95 followers.  

Worked with administration and Communications team members to maximize the use of 

our website and expanding utility in regards to parish databases, grouping teams within 

the contacts of our website, sending mass communications messages, and using it 

increasingly for paperless pledging.  

GDPR (Marie Dumas) 

Consulted literature on suggested components of privacy practices for similar 

organizations, and drafted a Privacy Practices policy to reflect compliance with, and to 

address GDPR requirements for our website. This policy is intended to be posted to the 

footer of our website, and will therefore be visible on all site pages. It was decided that a 

pop-up GDPR/cookies warning notice is not required. 

Emmanuel Star & Weekly Epistle (Helena Mbele-Mbong) 

• The Weekly Epistle continues to appear - weekly. Its primary purpose is to announce 

what is going to happen, and to provide other timely information.  

• The Emmanuel Star appears periodically. Its purpose is to provide news of what has 

happened, and to be a forum for photos, poems, essays, book reviews, ... whatever 

people wish to share with the broader community. To this end, it is more like a 

journal than strictly a “newsletter”.  

• The Star is always well-worth reading. Recent issues in particular have reflected 

the wide diversity of our congregation. Something to celebrate.  

• The editor is greatly thankful to the many people who contribute, making it a real 

joy to put together each issue. The success of both is the result of input from all. 

Everyone is invited to contribute.  

• (A reminder that the next Emmanuel Star is slated for some time in the second half 

of April. Contributions again invited – by 15 April.) 
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Investment Commission Report 2019 

The Investment Commission has met regularly throughout the last twelve months. The 

Members of Investment Committee are: Ju-Young Lee (Vestry liaison); André Dinbergs; 

Torsten Bartsch (legal counsel); Joshua Grizzle; and Chris Brun. Each member has many 

years of experience in financial and legal aspects. We seek to share our expertise in order 

to elaborate long term investment strategies suitable to the Foundation's financial and real 

estate assets.  

2018 Activities  

With the idea of capital protection and 2-3% income generation, the Investment 

Commission recommended the Vestry to invest CHF 100’000 in 45% equity balanced fund 

at Crédit Suisse. This represents 33% of the Foundation’s investment amount which in 

recent years has been in a non-interest ‘Safe-keeping Account'. For the remaining amount, 

the Commission recommends to monitor increasing volatility in financial market.  

Outlook and 2019 Investment Discussions 

In 2019, the Investment Commission is considering diverse investment options.  

The financial market is likely to be volatile globally given trade wars and the change of 

cycle post 10 years of market expansion. We remain, therefore, cautious about investing in 

market sensitive vehicles and we are looking for better investment opportunities than in 

the Crédit Suisse fund.   

In recent months, the Rectory/Conches property development has featured in our 

discussions as we weigh up the merits of renting an apartment for the Rector instead of 

capitalizing our resources. This is, however, still part of a long debate given that our likely 

available investment amount of CHF 200’000 is too limited to consider comfortable 

investment in real estate.  

Therefore, any investment decision is likely to be based on best return and risk calculation 

either in the financial or real assets that matches to our resources’ constraints.  

Concluding Remarks 

  In May 2018 the Vestry approved an Investment Policy which requires that the 

Foundation always can cover 3 months operating expenses. The Policy defines how the 

rest of the Foundation’s assets can be invested. The policy currently states that the assets 

can only be invested in liquid products. This, however, is under review.  

I would like to thank all members of the Investment Commission for their expertise, 

insight, and input. Emmanuel parishioners can have confidence that the Foundation’s 

assets are responsibly handled. 

Ju-Young Lee 

Vestry Liaison to the Investment Commission, 19.03.2019   
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Stewardship Report 2018 

Emmanuel officially wrapped up the Annual Stewardship Appeal in November. We are 

extremely grateful for the 64 pledges made and the CHF 242,010.73 pledged by these 

generous parishioners. Seven of these pledges are first time pledges and for that we are 

excited. We are also encouraged by the new pledges of Time and Talent as new volunteers 

have joined the Worship, In-Reach, Outreach and Spirituality commissions. 

However, as the Vestry looks to set our budget for 2019, we are roughly CHF 40,000 less 

than our goal – what we will need to flourish as a church. We would like to continue our 

ministries to the Church body, the city and the world at large but will have to adjust our 

activities due to the shortfall. As a Church body, we will need to think and pray about how 

we might give more generously and sacrificially in this coming year.  

We are truly appreciative of your gifts of time, talent and treasure and look forward to 

thinking critically and creatively about the budget and giving in the next few months. 

On behalf of the Stewardship Commission, 

Jane Grizzle 

 

Year Total Pledge Units Average Pledge 

2019 242’010 64 CHF 3’781 

2018 323’500 72 CHF 4’493 

2017 234’991 66 CHF 3’560 

2016 254’628 78 CHF 3’264 

2015 224’070 66 CHF 3’395 

2014 230’554 73 CHF 3’158 

2013 231’306 82 CHF 2’821 

2012 275’276 101 CHF 2’726 

2011 265’957 118 CHF 2’254 

2010 236’160 94 CHF 2’512 

2009 231’160 107 CHF 2’160 
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Spiritual Life Commission – Highlights March 2018 – March 2019 

Lenscape Group 

Meetings began in March 2019. There are anywhere between 8 and 12 members present at 

gatherings. The second phase of producing a devotional started in September of 2018. The 

final product was successfully produced in time for Lent 2019 which began March 6, 2019. 

An enormous thank you goes out to Dana Mahr and Jane Grizzle who did much work on 

editing the contributions and putting them in a beautiful print form. A word of gratitude 

also goes out to the following contributors without whom the work would not have been 

possible: 

• Jamey Keaten 

• Kathleen Koch 

• Debbie Groby 

• David Pittuck 

• Torsten Bartsch 

• Marietta Dewey 

• Marie Dumas 

• Cyrus Gunalan Veloo 

• Deacon Richard Cole 

• Dana Mahr 

• Nadiya Dzyubynska 

• Patty Solomon 

• Canon Michael Rusk 

Visit to Mosque 

Ten members of Emmanuel Church visited the largest Mosque in Geneva. There was a 

guided visit of the worship space, the morgue, the school and library ending with a time 

of mutual exchange with our fellow Islamic brother. It was an enriching experience for all. 

Abbey St. Maurice 

On October 13, 2018, a group of seven persons took a trip to the Abbey led by Robert Race. 

A word of appreciation to Robert for organizing, facilitating and leading the group visit to 

this historic Abbey as well as a visit to the Franciscan Center in the town. 

Retreats 

The Spiritual Life Commission continues to support various types of retreats for parish 

members and friends alike. Plans for future spiritual, educational and contemplative 

retreats in the fall are in the making. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Solomon 
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2019 Youth Commission Report 

The three volunteer leaders from school year 2017/2018, Christine Housel, Ann Goslin and 

Cyrus Gunalan Veloo continued to convene weekly meetings of the Youth Group through 

last autumn. The core group of six to ten kids from last year has shifted a bit, as some have 

“graduated” to young adulthood, and some younger children, including siblings, are now 

old enough to participate.  

Regular attendance has been low, to the point where it was decided to space the meetings. 

That said, the leaders have a good rapport with the youth and are in touch with them on 

a regular basis. In general, kids have heavy schedules that make it challenging to commit 

to Youth Group. They also have pressure from homework. In 2018, Emmanuel did not 

send any youth to JAE or YAE.  

However, guided and encouraged primarily by Christine Housel, children, youth, and 

young adults took part in several worship services throughout the year, as readers and 

intercessors, providing special music and bringing the message.    

Last spring, the Vestry mandated Christine Housel to write a report with 

recommendations on Strengthening our ministry with Children, Youth and Young Adults. 

The purpose was to restore visibility and vibrancy to the role of youth at Emmanuel, and 

send our young people a message about the congregation’s desire to invest in them and 

aid them in developing their faith. Although no concrete action was taken at that time, 

serendipity occurred with the arrival in the area of a young American couple, Meghan and 

Tommy Bresson. They are both teachers and youth leaders, working with Youth Compass. 

Meghan and Tommy have a calling to work with Third Culture Kids in environments like 

Geneva. They reached out to the local churches and are very involved in the network of 

Youth Leaders in many of our sister churches in Geneva, Nyon and neighboring France. 

They were guest leaders of the Youth Group at Emmanuel for the first time in December.  

Emmanuel Vestry recently appointed the Bressons to be our Youth Leaders through the 

end of the school year and they have joyfully accepted to take part in our community, and 

endeavor to build up the Youth Group through regular sessions (twice a month on 

Sundays after church), church attendance as their involvement with other churches 

permits, and so on.  Emmanuel is not responsible for them financially, except to cover 

reasonable expenses incurred in their service to Emmanuel’s youth.  

The timing is particularly felicitous, since as many of you know, Christine Housel is 

currently in China for a semester, to teach at a Seminary there.  

We are grateful to God for this new opportunity to develop our Youth ministry with the 

help of this committed young couple. At Canon Michael’s suggestion, Meghan and 

Tommy have begun meeting with him on Tuesdays at 2 p.m. at Emmanuel, to pray for our 

Youth. All are welcome to join this prayer group.  

Please pray with us for the Bressons, and for all the children, youth and young adults at 

Emmanuel.  

Respectfully submitted, Ann Goslin 
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Emmanuel Christian Education / Sunday School Report - Fall 2018 - Spring 2019

Jesus said: «Let the little children come to 

me...for such is the Kingdom of Heaven». 

Our Christian Education Sunday School pro-

gram is based on this very simple, fundamental 

Gospel principle. 

Every Sunday morning during the school year, 

our Parish children ages 4 to 13, as well as ba-

bies and toddlers, are lovingly welcomed and 

faithfully ministered to by the Sunday School 

and Crèche Nursery programs at Emmanuel. 

On Sunday mornings, at Emmanuel's main 

worship service, the children begin with their 

families in the Sanctuary. They receive a special 

Children's Homily and a blessing by our Rector, 

the Rev. Canon Michael Rusk, or by our Deacon 

Richard Cole, or by visiting Clergy. Then, 

carrying the small wooden "Children's Cross", 

the children recess with their Sunday School 

teachers to the Parish classrooms. 

Sunday School classes are offered at 

Emmanuel on Sunday mornings during the 

main worship service. The children are taught 

together in a “One Room School House” format, 

divided into age appropriate classes, using 

Bibles and Christ-ian education study materials, 

by teams of de-voted Emmanuel parents and 

Parish volunteers. Sunday School classes are 

available for children 4 to 13 years old. A 

“Crèche” Nursery is offered for babies and 

toddlers. 

All of Emmanuel’s Sunday School teachers and 

Crèche leader are Child Protection Training 

Certified by the Geneva Church of Scotland 

program and are also in conformity with the 

Episcopal European Convocation Child Protec-

tion policy guidelines. 

Emmanuel's Christian Education curriculum for 

Sunday School studies is based on the 

Episcopal Church calendar of Bible readings 

and lessons as presented each Sunday in the 

Emmanuel Sanctuary, otherwise known as "Big 

Church" to the kids. This has the advantage that 

parents and students study the same Bible  

 

 

readings and lessons each Sunday, so that 

families can continue discussions and prayers 

together at home. 

This year 2018-2019 has been filled with many 

joys and challenges for the Emmanuel Sunday 

School program. There are abundant joys 

seeing our Church children's happy faces each 

Sunday as they grow together in the love and 

knowl-edge of Jesus Christ under the care and 

spiritual guidance of our Rector and Deacon 

and the Sunday School teachers. 

Our Sunday School has also been blessed this 

year by beautiful, new, purpose-built furniture, 

and has moved house into spacious and well-

lit classroom areas upstairs in our Parish 

Grande and Petite Salles. 

But there are challenges brought on by Em-

manuel’s continued financial constraints and 

budget tightening. Our Emmanuel Sunday 

School program continues to be 100% 

Volunteer since 2014 to date 2019, with no paid 

staff. 

This means that our Emmanuel Parish families, 

including parents, grandparents and advocates 

of our Emmanuel children, continue to be 

strongly called on a 100% Volunteer basis, to 

ensure a vibrant and spiritually uplifting Sunday 

School program. 

We are uplifted by the blessings of working 

closely with Emmanuel’s Rector, Deacon, 

Vestry and Parish leaders, and are guided by 

their ins-pirational spiritual leadership. We offer 

thanks to all those in our Emmanuel Parish who 

help and support our children in the Sunday 

School and Crèche ministries. 

Yours faithfully, Kelly Massey-Carlier  

Sunday School Head Coordinator  

Emmanuel Episcopal Church  

Geneva, March 24, 2019
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Welcoming Committee Report for AGM 24 March 2019 

Passers-by, former congregation members, visitors from afar and people questioning their 

faith: This past year has brought a diverse array of newcomers and visitors to church, and 

while initial steps have been positive, your rapporteur hopes we will have better follow-

through in the future.  

Over the last year, we have had about 40 people sign onto our welcoming cards. 

The curious have included the daughter of a Spanish diplomat; a staffer at the South Sudan 

mission; a Roman Catholic who was married years ago in Geneva and has returned, while 

her husband remains in Dubai; an Iranian who was baptized in Newcastle; a member of 

our congregation 30 years ago back from life abroad; and several Geneva residents.  

After a strong run in late 2018, the tide of visitors has appeared to ease for whatever reason 

in 2019 and if this continues, it may require some more fundamental analysis about what 

the possible drivers of such an unfortunate trend might be.  

As for the goings-on of the Committee, Marie Dumas – who valiantly was the driving force 

behind its creation – has handed over the reins to me. David Pittuck has led a key effort to 

improve our welcoming cards. Marilynn Geiger has been in Southeast Asia and Christine 

Housel has recently gone off to China.  

We have also been trying out some new recruits. Vicky Maltby and Kathleen Koch have 

agreed to join our merry band, which has faced a few recent hiccups because of 

professional and personal demands that have temporarily thinned the pool of welcomers.  

As for future plans, I hope in the coming weeks to devise a “Welcomer’s Handbook,” a 

rough guideline about the basics of what is needed to be said at each service to help visitors 

feel at home –as a way to make it easy for others of the congregation to join our ranks if 

necessary or desired. It doesn’t mean we want a one-size-fits-all approach to greeting: Our 

diversity is one of our great strengths. 

I am also hoping we can have a springtime get-together to lay out “best practices” to hone 

our still-developing committee more. One of the ideas I hope to bring up is about follow-

through: It’s one thing to attract people up for coffee; it’s another to convince them of the 

beauty of our church in such a way that they come back in subsequent weeks. Thoughts 

on this would be very welcome. 

Whatever the answer, we will continue to try to make visitors feel comfortable at 

Emmanuel. 

PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CALL ME OR E-MAIL ME IF YOU HAVE ANY 

THOUGHTS OR QUESTIONS 

▪ Jamey Keaten  

jameykeaten@hotmail.com  

079 123 9469 

mailto:jameykeaten@hotmail.com
mailto:jameykeaten@hotmail.com

